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Letter from the CEO

Dear Friends, 

2017 was a positive and eventful year for Good Sports with many significant successes that we are excited to share with you. 
Together, we continue to accomplish so many great things that are helping us to support as many kids as possible by providing 
access to sports and fitness opportunities. 

With the help of all of our amazing partners, supporters, and donors we had a record breaking year at Good Sports. For another 
consecutive year we supported over one million children! Those children now have access to over $5.4 million of new equipment, 
apparel and footwear from 30 different companies in the sporting goods’ industry.

These accomplishments are certainly meant to be celebrated, but our work is far from complete. There are still millions of children  
on the sidelines, and together, every day, we are getting closer to solving this problem. We promise to continue supporting millions 
of children every year, until all kids have the opportunities afforded by sports and physical activity. 

On behalf of myself, our Board of Directors, our advisors and staff – thank you. Your investments, now and in the future, are what 
make our work possible. Our capacity for continued growth and potential to remove barriers to sport participation across the 
country are possible because of you. Thank you for helping us give all kids a chance to play.

Sincerely,

 Melissa Harper
Melissa Harper 
Co-Founder/CEO
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Who Does Good Sports Serve?

52% 
Male

48% 
Female

GenderEthnicity

31% 
African American

40% 
Latino(a)

1% 
Native  

American

20% 
White / Caucasian

4% 
Other 4% 

Asian

How Did Our Donations  
Impact Organizations?

•  60% decreased programs costs 
because of Good Sports donation

•  62% of organizations expanded 
existing programming

•  76% started a new program

•  99% reported enhanced overall  
program experience

•  68% reported increased minutes of play—
increased minutes of play by 54 minutes!

Recognizing Good Sports

•  For the 5th year in a row we were awarded 
a 4-star rating from Charity Navigator

•  Only 9% of rated charities receive a 4-star 
rating for 5 consecutive years

•  We remain on the Social Impact Exchange’s 
S&I 100

•  We are also a Better Business Bureau Wise 
Giving Alliance accredited charity

ABOUT GOOD SPORTS



TESTIMONIALS
“I wanted to send my heartfelt gratitude to Good Sports for the 
two-year award that will allow Red Cloud to have access to 
much-needed athletic equipment and apparel to support our 
students as they grow and develop. Because of your generous 
gift, we can ensure that our students, who participate in a 
range of sports, have the resources they need to compete and 
represent their school and community.

Your support also means that each of our students, whether 
participating in a team sport or not, will have access to sports 
equipment that will enhance their health and well-being. We are 
at a critical time in the year, with planning for the next school 
year underway. Our teachers, coaches, and volunteers will soon 
begin to assess the student athletics needs for the coming year. 
Your generous gift will provide them with the tools they need to 
support our students, from the youngest kindergartner to the 
college-bound senior.” 

– Red Cloud Indian School, Pine Ridge, South Dakota

More Kids Can Play

“The equipment donation was a blessing to our branches.  
Most of our branches where the equipment was donated  
have especially high numbers of youth soccer players who  
are only able to participate through the financial assistance  
that the Y provides. For many of them this is their primary 
exposure to trying different sports and experiencing the  
positive effect of team sports. The equipment donation  
will let the branches provide quality programs to more  
youth participants.” 

– YMCA of Metro Atlanta, Atlanta, Georgia

“Your support also means that each of our students, whether participating in a team sport  

or not, will have access to sports equipment that will enhance their health and well-being.”

–  Red Cloud Indian School, Pine Ridge, South Dakota



TESTIMONIALS
Building Community Relationships

“This program suffered through a difficult year in 2017, losing two 
of their participants to gun violence. Because of this donation, 
many members of the team decided that they too would like to 
give back, and as a group they set out to provide warm meals 
to the homeless in their community. While they utilized donated 
equipment such as medicine balls and resistance vests during 
practice, their jackets proved useful during their holiday support 
of the homeless.

The impact of the donations to our program is that it makes 
the kids feel like they are a part of a big family and it built their 
confidence which shows up on the court in practice and in 
games. The donations catch the eyes of other youth who can’t 
afford the nice things that were donated, meaning they now 
apply to join the program.” 

 – Back2Basics, Chicago, Illinois



HIGHLIGHT REEL

Bill Belichick Foundation
2017 marked the beginning of a great new partnership between Good 
Sports and the Bill Belichick Foundation. Linda Holliday, Executive Director 
of the Bill Belichick Foundation officially kicked things off with a visit to 
the Good Sports warehouse to get new football gear for BBF and Good 
Sports grant recipients ready for shipping. Holliday spent nearly two 
hours at the facility in Norwood boxing up everything from mouth guards, 
football pants and pads to receiver gloves for six football programs around 
the country. In total, the equipment was valued at over $50,000 and 
supported more than 700 kids.

Chicago Cubs
Good Sports and Cubs Charities continued to make an impact in Chicago 
with a $90,000 donation of new equipment to baseball and softball 
programs on the South and West Side. Cubs employees gathered at the 
Park at Wrigley to help pack the 700 pieces of equipment to be distributed 
to six different leagues. 

Bear Mattress
Good Sports and Bear Mattress announced a new partnership for the  
NYC market. The collaboration helped us further our impact together in 
the New York community, and helped solidify Bear’s budding relationship 
with a charitable partner who shares a common view on the importance  
of leading a healthy, active life. As part of the partnership Bear participated 
in a 1% giveback of all net proceeds — meaning that for every Bear sleep 
product sold, a portion went to Good Sports to help provide soccer 
equipment to kids in need. As part of the partnership, Good Sports 
and Bear also provided $30,000 in new soccer equipment to the Rec 
Departments Travel Soccer Academy and Shoot for the Stars Recreation 
Soccer Program. 



AMBASSADORS IN THE FIELD

Jesse Palmer, ESPN and Daily Mail TV
In his second year working with Good Sports, Jesse Palmer 
continued to help us make a huge impact on the children of  
New York City. With his help we were able to provide over  
$15,00 of new sports and fitness equipment to America SCORES 
New York helping to get 476 kids in the game. Jesse was in 
attendance at the donation helping to present the equipment  
and break in the new gear!

Brice Butler, Dallas Cowboys
In coordination with a $25,000 donation through the Let’s Play 
Initiative, Brice Butler, of the Dallas Cowboys and currently playing 
for the Arizona Cardinals, helped present the new equipment  
to the Cedar Crest Comets in 2017. The grant provided  
brand-new football equipment including helmets, uniforms, 
footballs, mouth guards, pairs of receiving gloves, and medicine 
balls. The donation supported 900 kids over the lifetime of the 
equipment and Butler helped present the new equipment to the 
Cedar Crest Comets in 2017. The donation supported 900 kids 
over the lifetime of the equipment.

Chris Archer, Tampa Bay Rays
In our third year of partnership with the Tampa Bay Rays and  
fifth year with former Rays’ pitcher, Chris Archer, we worked 
together to make another huge impact on Florida youth. Together 
throughout the year, Chris and the Rays helped us support of 
12,000 kids across Charlotte, Hillsborough, Pinellas and Wake 
(NC) Counties. The equipment donated to 14 different programs 
was valued at over $220,000.



AMBASSADORS IN THE FIELD

Zach Ertz, Philadelphia Eagles
Not only was Zach Ertz of the Philadelphia Eagles a 2017 Super 
Bowl Champion, he was also a champion for some local Philly 
Kids. For the fourth year in a row, Good Sports teamed up with 
Dunkin Donuts, Zach and the Philadelphia Eagles through the 
Dunkin Philly TouchDDowns for Kids program. For every Eagles 
touchdown in 2017, $250 was donated to Good Sports to help get 
kids in the game. Additionally, Zach himself donated an additional 
$250 for each of his own touchdowns. In total the program raised 
$18,000 and helped benefit the kids of Whitman Park Youth 
Football. Zach, Dunkin Donuts and the Eagles were on hand to 
present the team with their new helmets, uniforms, shoulder  
pads, receiver gloves and general protective gear.

Christen Press, Chicago Red Stars
Chicago Red Stars Captain Christen Press teamed up with Good 
Sports to make a big donation to Chicago Public Schools athletic 
programs in early 2017. Press, who also plays for the United States 
Women’s National Team, was on hand as Good Sports donated 
gear worth a total of $43,000 to students that are part of the “CPS 
Score” Initiative. She took to the field with the kids that day and 
led them in exciting soccer drills, took some pictures and signed 
autographs!



PARTNER SPOTLIGHT

Keurig Dr Pepper  
formerly Dr Pepper Snapple Group
Value of equipment donated: $1.3 million

Number of Kids served: 1.1 million

Number of Pick-Pack-Play days: 5

Number of volunteers involved: 157

Empower Retirement 
Number of organizations supported: 30

Value of equipment donated: $500,000

Pieces of equipment donated: 13,665

Number of volunteers involved: 133

Number of kids impacted: 114,000

Target
Number of schools supported: 200

Value of equipment donated: $159,642

Pieces of equipment donated: 19,800 

Number of kids impacted: 122,700



$5,000-$19,999
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SPECIAL THANKS TO OUR 2017 FANS
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Revenue and Expenses

Revenue
Grants and Contributions $ 2,985,139

Contributed Goods and Services $ 19,718,139

Shipping and Handling Fees $ 191,509

Special Events $ 734,389

Interest Income $ 120

Total Revenue $ 23,629,976

Expenses
Program Services $ 9,207,255

General and Administrative $ 485,741

Fundraising $ 787,098

Total Expenses $ 10,480,094

Change in Net assets $ 13,149,882

Statement of Net Assets

Assets
Cash and Cash Equivalents $ 1,111,334

Contributions and Pledges Receivable $ 386,725 

Accounts Receivable $ 14,333

Equipment Inventory $ 15,203,296

Prepaid Expenses $ 48,143

Other Assets $ 66,239

Total Assets $ 16,830,070

Current Liabilities
Accounts Payable $ 106,374

Accrued Expenses $ 87,221

Total Liabilities $ 193,595

Net Assets
Unrestricted Net Assets $ 612,158

Restricted Net Assets $ 16,019,430

Total Net Assets $ 16,631,588

Total Liabilities and Net Assets $ 16,830,070

Fiscal Year Ending on December 31, 2017

2017 FINANCIALS

www.goodsports.org


