
			

To the late songstress and civil rights
activist Nina Simone, the role of an artist
was quite clear:

“An artist’s duty, as far as I’m concerned,
is to reflect the times,” she once told an
interviewer.

Although recorded decades ago, Simone’s
words feel especially prescient in 2020 as
the country grapples with its history of rac-

ism. Videos of po-
lice brutality against
Black people hit the
internet almost
weekly. White teen-
agers are allowed to
walk right past po-
lice officers with
assault rifles. Black
people are being
killed for counter-
feit bills, jogging —
sometimes even in
their own homes.

It is under these
circumstances that
Johanne Rahaman,
a Miami-based
photographer of
Trinidadian des-
cent, felt moved to
pull her exhibit on
the historical contri-
butions of Florida’s

Black workers from the HistoryMiami Mu-
seum before it was unveiled. She publicly
severed ties with the museum in late July.

“These images need to be respected and
honored in spaces that are reflective of the
communities I photograph,” Rahaman said. 

Rahaman’s stance is representative of a
movement permeating cultural institutions
worldwide as they reevaluate the ways in
which they’ve upheld values of white su-
premacy. By calling out HistoryMiami
through a series of Instagram posts, the
photographer has forced the museum’s
leadership to do the same.
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Miami’s first ventanita, the
window serving up cortadito,
croquetas and pastelitos
outside Cuban & Latin
restaurants, was reportedly
started by Versailles’ owner. 

Felipe Valls Sr. says he was
simply trying to fix a problem
when he built Miami’s first
ventanita.

As stories go, it’s the kind
you would expect to hear at
one of Miami’s ubiquitous
walk-up windows. Ventanitas
are where Miami meets to
drink strong, sweet Cuban
coffee and swap stories. Some-
times to talk politics, some-
times to tell tall tales — often
they’re indistinguishable from

each other. 
Ventanitas are stopovers after

late-night partying or stops on
the campaign trail, Miami’s
version of the Iowa State Fair.
They’re busy at noon for a lunch-
time pick-me-up or at 3 a.m. with
revelers seeking to sober up.

They have evolved into a unique
creation — something that had
never existed in Cuba but has
come to signify Miami’s round-
the-clock social culture.

But the story of how they came 

Sipping Cuban coffee at a ventanita?
Here’s who you have to thank for it
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first ventanita?

Miami-born

photographer

Nathan Benn

captured this

image of El Oso

Blanco market

on Flagler Street

for a July 1973

National

Geographic

story on Little

Havana.
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And all five received Paycheck
Protection Program loans for a
total of at least $3.65 million. But
should they have?

These companies are among
more than 75 businesses that
received loans of at least
$150,000 from the coronavirus
small business relief program but

A suspicious online university
whose curriculum appears to be
cut and pasted from a European
school, two companies with near-
ly identical websites and two
others with practically no in-
ternet presence — all five of
these businesses are connected
to the same Texas man. 

don’t appear to have existed
before this spring or to have met
other eligibility criteria for the
program, which was adminis-
tered by the U.S. Small Business
Administration. Collectively, the
questionable loans, which are
publicly reported as a range of
values rather than a specific

amount, totaled somewhere be-
tween $20 million and $50 mil-
lion.

No state produced more busi-
nesses flagged in the analysis
than Florida, which accounted
for more than one out of every
four businesses that fit the pat-
tern.

The questionable loans were
flagged in a joint investigation by
Miami Herald/McClatchy and 
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How newly minted companies,
copycat websites cashed in on PPP
BY BEN WIEDER 
AND MEGHAN BOBROWSKY

bwieder@mcclatchydc.com

meghanbobrowsky@gmail.com

Some of the companies that cashed in on PPP loans seem to have
come into existence right before the emergency loan program
started. Others double dipped. A look at how vulnerabilities may
have been exploited.
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SALLY FORMS 
IN BUSY TROPICS 
Tropical Storm Sally

drenched South Florida

before heading into the

Gulf for a potential

landfall next week. Other

storms loom, as well. 17A 

SPORTS

PATRIOTS LOSING
HOME EDGE? 
Toward the end of the

2019 season, the Miami

Dolphins beat New

England in Foxborough as

a 17-point underdog.

Miami looks to continue

the trend today. 23A

IN DEPTH

IN HOUSE RACE,
A POLICY CLASH 
U.S. Rep. Debbie

Mucarsel-Powell and her

challenger, Miami-Dade

Mayor Carlos Gimenez,

have plenty of differences

on the issues. 1C 

Peru has more coronavirus cases and a worse death rate than
any other country. It also had the biggest drop in GDP and the
deepest recession. The informal economy was unable to
complete the COVID-19 quarantines. 

Katerin Facundo Livia lives in
Lomas de Carabayllo on the
northern outskirts of Lima with
her mom, brother and 2-year-old
son. When the coronavirus first
hit Peru in mid-March no one left
the house, remaining in quaran-
tine. But after three weeks Livia’s
family had burned through their
savings on basic supplies and
Livia was forced to break quaran-
tine.

At 24 years old, she felt she
had the responsibility to leave the
house and bring food home,
while insisting the rest of the
family stay inside because she
would be the most resistant to
the virus. 

Her family managed on what
she brought home until late July,
when her mom got a sore throat
and fever. The test results came
back positive. She had CO-
VID-19. 

Ravages of coronavirus,
economic hardships
particularly harsh in Peru 

SEE PERU, 6A

BY JAKE KINCAID

jkincaid@miamiherald.com

THE VIRUS CRISIS

PPhhoottooggrraapphheerr
JJoohhaannnnee RRaahhaammaann
rreemmoovveedd hheerr BBllaacckk

FFlloorriiddaa PPrroojjeecctt
ffrroomm HHiissttoorryyMMiiaammii

bbeeccaauussee sshhee
bbeelliieevveedd ssoommee ooff
tthheeiirr pprraaccttiicceess ttoo

bbee rraacciisstt.. TThhee
mmuusseeuumm ppllaannss ttoo

iimmpplleemmeenntt
ddiivveerrssiittyy aanndd

aannttii--rraacciisstt ppoolliicciieess..

CARL JUSTE cjuste@miamiherald.com

Photographer Johanne Rahaman pulled her exhibit from the HistoryMiami

museum over what she perceives as a culture of racism. Rahaman holds one of

the 173 photographs she had selected for the show.
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